Use of ipsilateral greater saphenous vein as a valved transplant in management of post-thrombotic deep venous insufficiency: long-term results.
Incompetence of the deep venous valve is a common feature of post-thrombotic deep venous insufficiency. Various surgical techniques have been proposed to treat reflux. In this study we describe long-term results of a novel transposition technique using the ipsilateral greater saphenous vein. From 1984 to 1994 we used this procedure to treat 16 patients including 10 men and 6 women with a mean age of 56 years (range: 25 to 76 years). In all 16 cases the indication for surgery was incapacitating pain associated with recurring ulceration in 9 patients. From the results of using this technique we conclude that transposition using the ipsilateral greater saphenous vein is safe and effective with good mid-term results, especially for pain. For ulcers the primary success rate was 55% but this increased to 84% with proper surveillance and treatment of secondary insufficiency of the superficial venous system.